
nursery facilities.  The use of water within plant nursery operations constitutes a 
different use from field irrigation, although that maybe part of nursery use.  If used 
for field irrigation for nursery stock, such use is not restricted to the agricultural 
irrigation season that may be defined for your area. 

 
E. Stockwater: 

Use of water for consumption by domesticated animals and wild animals held in 
captivity as pets or for profit. 

 
F. Temperature control: 

Use of water to protect a growing crop from damage caused by extreme 
temperatures. 

 
G. Forest and range management: 

Water use for operations conducted on, or pertaining to, forest lands and range lands.  
Examples: reforestation, road construction and maintenance, harvesting, vegetation 
management, and disposal of slash.  Such use shall not include irrigation. 

 
 

2.  Industrial/Commercial uses: 
 

A. Industrial: 
Water use associated with the processing or manufacture of a product.  Examples: 
construction, operation and maintenance of an industrial site, facilities and buildings.  
Related uses:  general construction, road construction, non-hydroelectric power 
production, including down-hold heat exchange and geothermal, agricultural or 
forest products processing, and fire protection.  Such uses shall not include irrigation 
or landscape maintenance of more than1/2 acre. 

 
B. Commercial: 

Use of water for the production, sale or delivery of goods, services or commodities 
by a public or private entity.  Examples: construction, operation and maintenance of 
commercial facilities.  Examples of commercial facilities include an office, resort, 
recreational facility, motel, hotel, gas station, kennel, store, medical facility and 
veterinary hospital.  Examples of water uses within such facilities include human 
consumption, sanitation, food processing, and fire protection.  Such uses shall not 
include irrigation or landscape maintenance of more than 1/2 acre. 

 
C. Fire protection: 

Use and storage of water for the purpose of extinguishing fires or reducing the 
potential outbreak of fires. 

 
D. Mining: 

Use of water for extraction, preliminary grading, or processing of minerals or 
aggregate at a mining site or construction, operation and maintenance of a mining 
site.  These uses include, but are not limited to, general construction, road 
construction, and dust control. 
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E. Power development: 

Use of water for developing electrical or mechanical power.  Examples: water for the 
operation of a hydraulic ram or water wheel and hydroelectric power generation. 

 
3.  Drinking water supply: 

 
Note: If using water for domestic purposes (drinking, cooking, cleaning) you must 
indicate the number of households that will be supplied. 
 
A. Human consumption: 

Use of water for the purposes of drinking, cooking, and sanitation. 
 

B. Domestic use: 
Use of water for human consumption, household purposes, domestic animal 
consumption that is ancillary to residential use of the property or related accessory 
uses. 

 
C. Domestic use expanded: 

Use of water, in addition to that allowed for domestic use, for watering up to1/2 acre 
of lawn or noncommercial garden. 

 
 

4.  Community water supply: 
 

A. Municipal: 
Delivery and use of water through the water service system of a municipal 
corporation for all water uses usual and ordinary to such systems.  Examples: 
domestic water use, irrigation of lawns and gardens, commercial water use, industrial 
water use, fire protection, irrigation and other water uses in park and recreation 
facilities and street washing.  Such uses shall not include generation of hydroelectric 
power. 

 
B. Quasi-municipal: 

Use of water through the water service system of a corporation other than a public 
corporation created for the purpose of operating a water supply system and for uses 
usual and ordinary to municipal water use. 

 
C. Group domestic: 

Use of water for domestic water use by more than one residence or dwelling unit. 
 

D. Storm water management: 
Use or storage of water in any structure or drainageway that is designed, constructed 
and maintained to collect and filter, retain or detain surface water runoff during and 
after a storm event for the purpose of water quality improvements, flood control or 
property protection.  Other examples: existing features such as wetlands, water 
quality swales and ponds which are maintained as storm water quality facilities. 
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5.  Environmental benefit: 
 

A. Aquatic life: 
Use of water to support natural or artificial propagation and sustenance of fish and 
other aquatic life. 

 
B. Pollution abatement: 

Use of water to dilute, transport or prevent pollution. 
 

C. Recreation: 
Use of water for play, relaxation or amusement.  Examples: boating, fishing, wading, 
swimming and scenic values. 

 
D. Wetland enhancement: 

Use of water to restore, create, or enhance or maintain wetland resources. 
 

E. Wildlife: 
Use of water by or for sustaining wildlife species and their habitat. 

 
B.  Amount of water needed:  To process your application, the Department must determine 

whether the amount of water you are requesting will be available without injuring the supply of 
senior water right holders.  You must indicate the source or aquifer, what it will be used for and 
the amount you intend to divert and use.  Indicate the total annual amount, in gallons, that you 
intend to use.  Indicate the production rate, in gallons-per-minute, of your well. 

 
C. Season of Use:  Water sources in Oregon have varying flows and levels depending on the time 

of year.  Some types of uses, such as irrigation, are allowed only during certain months or 
seasons.  For example, in Western Oregon the irrigation season is generally March 1 to October 
31.  In order to examine your application it is important for the Department to know which 
months you are requesting to use the water.  If you will be using it year-round, indicate “year-
round.”  If you will be using it seasonally  (i.e. irrigation seasons) give the beginning date and 
ending date. 

 
D. Acreage:  If you will be using the water for irrigation, or applying it to land for another reason, 

please give the total number of acres where the water will be applied.  If you are not using water 
on land (i.e. livestock watering) write “n/a” in this section. 

 
    5. Water Management   
 
A. Method of Diversion:  Check all the appropriate methods you will use to divert the proposed 

water from its source.  Supply some brief information about the methods.  You may attach a 
diagram or drawing of the assembly if it will help in your description. 

 
B. Transporting Water:  Please indicate and describe the method you will use to bring the water 

from the source to the place of use.  For example: size and length of pipelines or ditches. 
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C. Application and Distribution Methods:  Check all the methods you will use, individually or 

in combination, to apply water to the place of use.  If you are not applying water to land, leave it 
blank.  Check the distribution method you will use, if any, to transport water from the point of 
diversion. 

 
D. Conservation:  Explain any methods you will employ to conserve water. For example: special 

irrigation systems, soil moisture measurements, lined irrigation canals, water audits, or 
retrofitting more efficient fixtures.  If you need additional space, provide a sheet and label it at 
the top “Conservation”. 

 
    6. Project Schedule   
 
List the projected dates of your intended progress for construction of the water system and actual 
use of the water.  If the Department issues a permit to use water, it will include time limits to 
complete construction and begin water use, generally within three years from the date of the permit.  
A substantial portion of the development must occur within one year of issuance of the permit. 
 
    7. Remarks   
 
You may want to elaborate on circumstances, methods, or systems for your proposed water use.  If 
you need additional space, attach a sheet to your application form and indicate the specific item you 
are addressing. 
 
 
Signature 
 
Before submitting the application, be sure you include all the necessary items. 
 

♦ Properly completed application form(s). 
 
♦ Land Use Information Form: Include a Land Use Information Form or the Land Use 

Information Form receipt stub signed by the local planning department. 
 
♦ Legible and accurate map: A map of the proposed development must accompany each 

application for a permit.  See page 3 for map requirements. 
 
♦ Property description: A legal description of the property on which the water will be used 

must accompany the application.  Photocopies of the legal description in the deed, title 
insurance, or land sales contract would fulfill this requirement. 

 
♦ Payment: A check or money order made out to WRD for the examination fee.  Recording 

fees may be paid later, if you wish. 
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    Appendix A   
 
Developing your water right often entails grading, trenching or other types of construction in 
waterways, riparian areas, and wetlands.  Permits from local, state or federal agencies may be 
required.  A good first step is to check with your local city or county planning office.  The following 
information was provided by the Oregon Department of State Lands. 
 
Activities in Wetlands and Waterways are Regulated by: 
♦ The Department of State Lands (DSL) under the State Removal-Fill Law 
♦ The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) under the Federal Clean Water Act and Rivers and 

Harbors Act 
♦ The State Department of Forestry under the Forest Practices Act 
♦ The U.S. Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) under the Food, Agriculture, 

Conservation and Trade Act 
♦ Some City and County land use ordinances 
 
What Areas are Regulated? 
♦ Rivers streams and most creeks 
♦ Estuaries and tidal marshes 
♦ Lakes and some ponds 
♦ Permanent and seasonal wetlands
♦ Regulations apply to all lands, public or private
♦ A wetland does not have to be mapped by the state or otherwise ‘designated’ to fall under the 

regulations 
♦ If you are uncertain if there are regulated wetlands on your property, contact DSL for assistance. 
 
What Activities are Regulated? 
♦ Placement of fill material 
♦ Alteration of stream bank or stream course 
♦ Ditching and draining 
♦ Plowing/disking non-farmed wetlands 
♦ Excavation or dredging of material 
♦ In-water construction (may also require a lease from DSL) 
♦ For some activities, joint application forms can be obtained from DSL or the Corps 
 
What Activities are Exempt? 
♦ Some routine maintenance activities 
♦ Established, ongoing agricultural activities and grazing 
♦ Some minor projects involving small amounts of fill or removal 
 
How are Laws Enforced? 
The best enforcement is to prevent illegal wetland alterations through information and education.  
However, when violations do occur, a variety of enforcement tools may be used, including 
restoration orders, fines of up to $10,000 per day (DSL), civil and/or criminal charges. 
 
Contact your local city or county planning office, DSL or the Corps for details and clearance to 
proceed with your project and to determine if you are impacting an area regulated. 
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Oregon Department of State Lands (503) 986-5200 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (503) 326-6995 
Natural Resource Conservation Service (agricultural activities).  Check government listings for 

telephone number. 
Oregon Department of Forestry (commercial forest operations) (503) 945-7470 
 
To receive a free copy of Natural Resource Agencies: Permit and License Directory, contact the 
Oregon Economic Development Department at 1 (800) 233-3306 or (503) 986-0166 
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