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3. Project Overview (a brief description of the project in three sentences or less) 

Oregon Water Trust (OWT) has started the process of evaluating the applicability of a water 
bank in Jackson County as a mechanism to effectively reallocate water to meet current and future 
domestic needs of the community and the flow of local streams. OWT will build on our 
successful efforts and continue developing the Jackson County Water Bank by: a) leasing water 
rights instream, b) developing an operational plan for the water bank and c) helping to staff and 
advising a local organization to begin making water bank transactions. We are requesting 
$20,000 of financial support from the OWRD Water Supply and Conservation Initiative 
specifically for the planning and development of a Water Bank Operation Plan through 
collaboration with a broad group of local stakeholders. 

4. Description of the water supply limitations your community is facing. 

Jackson County is a fast-growing area where commercial and residential developments are 
displacing farms that historically have most of the rights to local water. New development, 
though, is also dependent on an adequate water supply for municipal water distribution and thus, 
provides an opportunity to reallocate existing water so that both stream health and municipal 
needs can be met while stabilizing the declining patron base of local irrigation districts. 

At present, the Medford-area cities have two choices for water rights, either stored water behind 
Lost Creek Reservoir or the water rights from "soon-to-be developed" farm ground. Lost Creek 
water delivered for municipal use would come down the relatively large Rogue River and 
provide little environmental benefit to the Rogue. Alternatively, water from the farms could be 
provided for municipal use by one of the three local imgation districts either down Little Butte 
Creek or Bear Creek to the Rogue River, where it would be pumped and treated at the Duff 
Treatment Plant. This delivery of water for municipal purposes would enhance needed 
streamflows in Little Butte and Bear Creeks, which historically have had low flows and poor 
water quality. A constraint is the amount of water available through development of farm 
ground is dependent on the rate of development and may be unreliable in the future. Another 
constrain on this option is whether the flow from Bear Creek can be treated at Duff. This needs 
to be determined. 




























