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Oregon’s Integrated 
Water Resources Strategy

Goals: understand and meet 
Oregon’s water resource needs…

…instream and out-of-stream
…quality, quantity, and ecosystem needs
…today and in the future



Statutory and Historic Foundation



Oregon’s House Bill 3369 (2009), Sect 44-45

• Directs Oregon Water 
Resources to lead efforts

• Partner with DEQ, 
ODFW, ODA

• And other agencies, tribes, 
stakeholders, public

• Sets forth goals above
•Account for pressures, 
including climate change



Built on a Good Foundation

• Robust data sets in place (can always use more!)
• Experience planning for the future
• Solid body of federal and state laws in place
• Grants and loans for local communities
• Technical tools available for communities to use
• Well-informed stakeholders
• Strong local partnerships
• Strong inter-agency relationships



Defining a Strategy

The Integrated Water Resources Strategy 
will provide an “action agenda”

for the next five years.



Vision and Goals

Vision:

A statewide integrated water resources strategy will bring various 
sectors and interests together to work toward the common 
purpose of maintaining healthy water resources to meet the needs 
of Oregonians and Oregon’s environment for generations to come.

Goals:

#1.  Improve understanding of Oregon’s water resource needs.
#2.  Meet Oregon’s water resource needs.



Goals and Objectives

Goal #1: Improve understanding of Oregon’s water resource needs
Objective 1: …instream needs
Objective 2: …out-of-stream needs
Objective 3: …water resources today
Objective 4: …pressures that could affect needs
Objective 5: …pressures that could affect access to clean and reliable 

water resources

Goal #2:  Meet Oregon’s water resource needs
Objective 6: Improve water resource health
Objective 7: Improve economic certainty and cultural access



Goals, Objectives and Recommended Actions

Goal #1: Improve understanding of Oregon’s water resource needs
Objective 1: …instream needs…recommended action
Objective 2: …out-of-stream needs…recommended action
Objective 3: …water resources today…recommended action
Objective 4: …pressures that could affect needs…recommended action
Objective 5: …pressures that could affect access to clean and reliable 

water resources…recommended action

Goal #2:  Meet Oregon’s water resource needs
Objective 6: Improve water resource health…recommended action
Objective 7: Improve economic certainty & cultural access…rec. action

Use the following framework:
Info/Data, Planning Efforts, Public Policy, 

Statute/Rule, Funding, Education/Outreach



Roles and Responsibilities

Environmental Quality Comm.
Fish & Wildlife Commission

Board of Agriculture:
Notification & Consultation

Oregon 
Legislature

Governor's 
Office

Agency Advisory 
Group

Senate and 
House Policy 
Committees

Water Resources 
Commission (WRC):
 Adoption of Strategy

Public-Private 
Partnerships

Technical Advisory
Group

Key Stakeholders

Policy Advisory Group

Interested
Public

Project
Team

Four Agency Directors:
Water Resources Dept.

Dept. of Environmental Quality
Dept. of Fish and Wildlife

Dept. of Agriculture
Government-to-Government

(Legislative Committee
on Indian Affairs)

WRC Planning 
Committee



Project Team

• Brenda Bateman, Proj. Manager, Water Resources Dept.
• Christine Svetkovich, Dept. of Environmental Quality
• Bruce McIntosh & Rick Kepler, Dept. of Fish and Wildlife
• Ray Jaindl & Brent Searle, Dept. of Agriculture
• Alyssa Mucken, Policy Coordinator (WRD)
• Ken Stahr, Science Coordinator (WRD)
• Ryan Vanden Brink, Policy Intern (WRD)



Agency Advisory Group
• Water Resources Department
• Department of Environmental Quality
• Department of Fish and Wildlife
• Department of Agriculture
• Department of Energy
• Dept. of Land Conservation & 

Development
• Department of Forestry
• Dept. of Geology & Mineral Industries
• Dept. of Housing & Community Services

• Parks & Recreation Department
• Business Development Department
• Department of State Lands
• Department of Transportation
• Watershed Enhancement Board
• Dept. of Human Services - Drinking 

Water Program
• Economic Revitalization Team
• Environmental Justice Task Force
• Oregon Plan for Salmon & 

Watersheds – Core Team



Policy Advisory Group
• Glenn Barrett 

Barrett Livestock, Bonanza, Oregon
• Mike Campbell 

Stoel Rives LLP Attorneys at Law
• Jay Chamberlin

District Manager, Owyhee Irrigation District
• John DeVoe 

WaterWatch of Oregon
• Dennis Doherty 

Umatilla County
• Bill Gaffi 

Clean Water Services
• Patrick Griffiths 

City of Bend
• Todd Heidgerken 

Tualatin Valley Water District
• Tod Heisler 

Deschutes River Conservancy

• Teresa Huntsinger 
Oregon Environmental Council

• Tracey Liskey 
Co-Owner, Liskey Farms

• Peggy Lynch 
League of Women Voters of Oregon

• Janet Neuman 
Lewis & Clark Law School

• Eric Quaempts  
Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian 
Reservation

• Mike Seppa 
Retired Dairy Farmer, Seppa Dairy Co.

• Lorna Stickel 
Portland Water Bureau and 
Regional Water Providers Consortium

• Richard Wells 
Monrovia Growers – Oregon

• Joe Whitworth 
The Freshwater Trust



Process and Timeline

Phase I: Setting
the Stage
(Fall 2009)

Phase II: 

 
Identifying 

 
Water Resource 

 
Needs

(Spring 2010)

Phase III: 

 
Developing
Recommended 

 
Actions
(2010‐2011)

Phase IV: 

 
Producing 

 
Oregon’s 1st

 
Strategy
(2012)

Phase V:
Project 

 
Implement.
(2012)



Process, Venues, Timeline for PAG

Please see Workplan Appendix B.



A View of the Final Product

• Foreword, Overview, and Background Sections
• Action Agenda

• Discussion of the objectives
• Background on each, taken from the issue papers
• Any technical work developed as part of the project
• Description of the options considered and 

recommendations made
• Appendices

• Agency information
• Sources of input and methodologies
• Sample plans from other states
• Examples of local water resource successes



“Discussion”

Please visit: 

www.wrd.state.or.us

or contact:

waterstrategy@wrd.state.or.us
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